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REPORT OF SELECTMEN AND TREASURER. 





We, the selectmen and treasurer of the town of Swanzey, 


submit the following report for the year ending March rst, 


1893. 


APPROPRIATIONS AT THE ANNUAL MEETING 


IN MARCH, 1892. 


Repair of highways, 

Support of bridges, 

Support of schools, part of savings bank tax, 
Supplies for schools, 

Support of poor, 

Town charges, 

Care of cemeteries, 

Decoration of soldiers’ graves, 

New road, 

Secret ballot, 


APPRORPRIATED AT THE ANNUAL SCHOOL 


MARCH, 1892. 


Repairs of school property, 





APRIL INVOICE, 1802. 


Resident real estate, 
Non-resident real estate, 
Mills and machinery, 
Stock in trade, 

Money at interest, 


$1,800 
500 
2,500 
400 
500 
800 
200 

75 
2,000 

~ 300 


MEETING 


$240 


$409,145 
96,090 
54,200 
41,200 


23,870 


oO 


OO 


OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 
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Stock in banks and other corporations, $5,100 00 
Stock in public funds, 1,650 00 
422 polls, 42,200 OO 
410 horses, 28,880 00 
568 cows, 10,727 OO 
44 oxen, 1,515 00 
207 neat stock, 2,482 00 
448 sheep, 1,243 00 
S hogs, 35 00 
65 fowls, 25 00 
41 carriages, 2,615 0o 
Total valuation, $721,277 OO 
Rate per cent., $1.40. 
Tax resulting, $10,097 88 
Fire district tax, West Swanzey, 120 OO 
Fraction gained computing, 359 
Highway taxes, 1891, 20 93 
Added to collector’s book, 3 80 
Tax on 98 dogs, 105 00. 
Total amount committed to collector, $10,351 20 
RECEIPTS; ORs og2 

Remaining in treasury, March rst, 1892, $2,886 35 
Tax remaining in collector’s hands, 653 94 
Savings bank tax for 1892, 4,000 60 
Literary fund for 1892, 408 32 
Railroad tax for 1892, 118 03 
Insurance tax for 1892, 3, 00 
Received of county, for support of poor, 145 87 
Received of county, aid to dependent soldiers and 

their families, 173, 49 
Collector, interest on taxes, 1891, 18 14 
Received of town clerk, for licensing dogs, 228 86 
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Henry D. Thompson, for new road, 
Licensing pool table, 1891 and 1892, 
Sale of cemetery lot, 

John Prentiss, tax and interest, 
James Marsh, taxes for 1891, 

N. C. Carter, tile, 

Wei. riccins, tile, 

A. C. Wilcox, tile, 

A. C. Wilcox, highway taxes collected, 
Ned Evans, old plank, 

N. C. Carter, tile, 

Petia (sr... Whitcomb,’ Jr, -tile, 
ounshiversK. K.-Co., plank, 

J. M. Ramsdell, old bridge, 

Sale of town histories, 

Received of collector taxes, 1892, 





DISBURSEMENTS. 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Frank S. Faulkner, selectman for 1891, 
Joseph L. Starkey, selectman for 1891, 
James E. Handy, selectman for 1891, 

George E. Whitcomb, moderator, 

George E. Whitcomb, treasurer, 

Alonzo A. Ware, member school board, 1891, 
George I. Cutler, member school board, 18gr, 
George I. Cutler, town clerk for 1891, 

Park E. Wright, collector, 1891, 

George D. Stone, sexton, 1891, 

Benj. C. Snow, sexton, 1891, 

Fred H. Dickerman, supervisor for 1892, 
George D. Stone, constable, 1891, 


5 
8 


355 
9,677 


$19,370 





$153 
118 


I1OO 


50 
Q2 


58 





65 
OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 
50 
50 
87 
OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 
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Oliver Patnode, constable, 1891, $6 50 
George E. Whitcomb, moderator, 1892, 5 00 
F. O. Dodge, constable, 1892, $e Ha 
A. E. Bourn, health officer, 1892, 13 86 
A. A. Woodward, supervisor, 1891 and 1892, 25 00 
B. C. Snow, sexton, 60 OO 
G. D. Stone, sexton, 5° 00 

$959 63 


SUPEOR De ORCOUN TY scr vis 


C. E. Hills, care of Alba Chapin, $10 OO 
R. B. Hall, board for Nellie Fallon, ° 27 OO 
Woodbury & Howard, casket for Nellie Fallon, IO 0O 
George I. Cutler, medical attendance for Nellie 

Fallon, oyay7 


$56 37 





AID TO DEPENDENT SOLDIERS AND THEIR 


FAMILIES. 
Aid to dependent soldiers and their families, HII5 24 
22 87 
$138 11 





SUPPORT OF ‘TOWN POOR. 


Dr. G. C. Hill, medical attendance to Cram family, $16 oo 
W. L. Goodnow Co., aid to Peter Young and 


family, 4 83 
Grace O. Hale, at county farm, gI 50 
M. Burke, meat for Peter Young, eat, 


H. B. Evans, carrying body of Peter Young child to 
Hinsdale, 3 00 
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H. B. Evans, rent for Peter Young, 


Dr. G. I. Cutler, medical attendance for Peter Young 


family, 


T. L. Fowler, attending funeral of L. Hill, 1891, 


N. C. Carter, aid to poor, 


Woodbury & Howard, coffin and box for Peter 


Young child, 
Grace O. Hale, board and clothing, 
N. C. Carter, aid to poor, 








$6 


1O0O 
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SUPPORT OF HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


E. O. Whitcomb, work on highway, 1891, 
Almon Faulkner, snowing bridge, 

O. T. Thompson, labor on highway, 1891, 
Charles Holbrook, breaking roads, 1891, 
Beaver Mills, lumber for bridges, 1891, 
Wesley Talbot, labor on highway, 1891, 
Norris C. Carter, laying over bank wall, 

A. C. Wilcox, paid help on highway, . 
A. C. Wilcox, paid help on highway, 

J. L. Starkey, work on highway and gravel, 
C. H. Rockwood, work on highway, 

C. H. Rockwood, railing, spikes and gravel, 
B. C. Snow, work on highway, 

N. C. Carter, work on highway, 

C. H. Rockwood, work on highway, 

C. H. Rockwood, work on bridges, 

B. Corey, work on highway, 

J. L. Starkey, work on highway, 

C. L. Russell & Co., bridge plank, 

J. L. Starkey, work on bridges, 

Martin Handy, railing and post for highway, 
B. C. Snow, work on highway and bridges, 


OO 


OO 
55 


50 





$268 50 


oe: 


oo 
on 


OO 
go 
OO 
25 
OO 
05 
74 
78 
65 
60 
70 
Q2 
oh 
75 
50 
00 
42 
40 
35 


8 


N. C. Carter, work on highway and bridges, 
N. C. Carter, work on bridges, 

A. C. Wilcox, paid help for work on highway, 
John S. Seaver, work on highway, 

N. C. Carter, unloading two loads of tile, 

N. C. Carter, work on bridges, 

N. C. Carter, work on highway, 

B. C. Snow, work on highway, 

A. C. Wilcox, blasting stone, 

John Conboy, working on highway, 

Silas R. Marcy, work on highway and bridges, 
J. L. Starkey, work on highway, 

Chas. H. Rockwood, work on highway, 


57 
104 
125 


Patrick Robbins, laying over wing wall at Westport 


bridge, 
L. A. Fuller, bridge plank and stringers, 
N. C. Carter, work on highway, 
B. C. Snow, work on highway, 
S. R. Marcy, work on highway and bridges, 
Chas. H. Rockwood, work on highway, 
Wm. Ripley, cutting brush, 
F. H. Moore, work on highway, 
J. M. Ramsdell, work on sluice, 
S. B. Partridge, work on highway, 
C. M. Lane, work on highway, 





NEW ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


James Marsh, land damage, 

O. H. Higgins, building new road, 

John Shover, damage to garden, 

Harvey Sargent, land damage, 

Susan Leonard, land damage, 

Obadiah Sprague, land damage, 

B. C. Snow, building new road at Westport, 


26 
6 


53 
34 
14 
57 
15 
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N. C. Carter, building new road at West Swanzey, 





Geo. W. Draper, lumber and labor at town hall, 


2 














$70 00 

N. C. Carter, looking after new road from West 
Swanzey to pond, 16 25 
F. F. Downing, services on account of new roads, £3075 
Willard Field, timber for new bridge, 15 68 
Roxbury Granite Co., stone for new bridge, 7250 
~ C. L. Russell & Co., plank for new bridge, 322 20 
A. C. Wilcox, work on iron bridge, team and help, 10 80 
F. F. Downing, services on iron bridge, IO 50 
N. C. Carter, services and money paid help, guile yd 
J. M. Ramsdell, carrying bridge men to station, a 1 
J. C. Fields, lumber for bridges, Lh wie 
Vermont Construction Co., bridge, 500 00 
A. W. Eastman, stonework on bridge, pets) 
P. & G. Robbins, stonework on bridge, hy Gey 
B. C. Snow, drawing stone and plank, IO OO 
Ce Aisa le anor: 

SUPPORT OFF SCHOOLS: 
Part of savings bank tax, $2,500 oO 
Literary fund, 398 75 
Railroad tax, IIO 92 
$3,009 67 
~ MISCELLANEOUS. 

Frank S. Faulkner, postage, stationery, $5 00 
Joseph Hammond, transcribing town records, 1891, 20 00 
Geo. D. Stone, work, cemetery, PNK. 
F. F. Downing, snowing bridge, 2200 
E. A. Smith, pair twisters and badge, 1891, 2 50 

Geo. W. Richardson, lighting bridge and repairs 
on lamp, B1ua5 


IO 


Geo. W. Richardson, railing for highway and 
loam for school yard, 

Batchelder & Faulkner, retaining fee for 1892, 

Batchelder & Faulkner, services in Jones—Hale 
case, 1891, 

John Teller, drawing tile, 

Geo. Tyler, two scraper blades and bolts, 

Park E. Wright, cash for decoration, 

A. A. Higgins, keeping tramps, 1891 and 1892, 

Ervin C. Cross, freight on tile, 

James E. Handy, work and cash paid help in 
cemetery, 

Waldo Bros., two cars tile, 

Benj. Read, showing selectmen lines and timber 
lots, 

Joseph Hammond, services and cash paid for town 
history, 1885-6-7-8, 

Park E. Wright, abatement of taxes, 1891, 

Oriman Snow, snowing bridge, 

Samuel Wadsworth, surveying road, 

A. C. Wilcox, work in cemetery, 

Sentinel Printing Co., printing posters and rules 
for board of health, 

A. E. Smith, lighting bridge and repairs, 

Willard Field, over-tax for 1892, 

N. C. Carter, widening road, near M. Mason’s, 

Davis, Wright & Co., lead pipe for water tub, 

G. N. Goodspeed, voting shelves, 

Geo. Tyler, scraper blade, 

Anthony Whitcomb, housing scraper, 

Wm. F. Flint, surveying town line, 

Joseph Hammond, work on town history for Jan- 
uary 1889 to August 1892, 

Geo. E. Whitcomb, twenty locust guide posts, 

Orrick L. Haskell, abatement of poll-tax, 1892, 


George Draper, care of town hall and fixing fence, 


W. F. Perry, running town lines, 


162 


00 
OO 


oOo 
50 
0O 
OO 
50 
43 


53 
80 


50 


0O 


72 


OO 


ee 


37 


oOo 
62 
34 
(ele) 
22 
50 


OO 


pitox 


259 


OO 


93 
00 
40 
50 
25 


igs 


E. G. Cross, freight on marking shelves and 
scraper blade, 

Patrick Robbins, laying stone crossings, 

F. F. Downing, running town lines, 

A. C. Wilcox, running town lines, 

Berlin Iron Bridge Co., seven guide boards, 

A. C. Wilcox, cash paid help and labor on highway, 

N. C. Carter, running town lines, 

A. C. Wilcox, car fare, writing and express on guide 
boards, 

Wm. H. Elliot, crossing stone, 145 feet, 

Mrs. Mary Evans, keeping tramps, 

Davis, Wright & Co., guard rail for balloting, 

John H. Phillips, resetting grave stones and paint- 
ing hearse runners, 

E. P. Rixford, splitting stone, 

J. B. Porter, public water and repairing bridge, 

N. C. Carter, repairing bridge and building cross- 
ings, 

F. F. Downing, work and material for secret ballot, 

David Whitcomb, public water, 1891 and 1892, 

David Whitcomb, snowing two bridges, 1891 and 
1892, and repairing guide board, | 

Tom Parkinson, public water, 1892, 

D. B. C. Hill, public water, 1892, 


B. C. Snow, running town line and appraising damage, 


Homer Stratton, running snow plow, 

Woodbury & Howard, tables and chairs for secret 
ballot, 

Knowlton & Stone, two pairs handcufts, 

Knowlton & Stone, road tools, 

Knowlton & Stone, bridge lamp, lock and handles, 

Knowlton & Stone, tile and two chains, 

Henry W. Capron, appraising damage, 

James E. Handy, work and cash paid help, cem- 
etery, 

F. F. Downing, damage to sheep by dogs, 
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N. C. Carter, expenses Joslin, Belmore & Spauld- 
ing case, 

F. F. Downing, work in new cemetery, 

John S. Rice, public water, 1892, 

Town of Marlboro’, setting stone post on town line, 

George E. Whitcomb, drawing dirt and tile, . 

F. L. Snow & Co., spikes, oil and wrench, 

O. C. Nash, repairs on scrapers, 

Henry Reed, damages to wagon, 

W. H. Spalter, two general laws and record books, 

N. C. Carter, car fare, express, telephone and call 
book, 

N. C. Carter, repair to door, surveying and aid to 
tramps, 

N. C. Carter, appraising wood lots, paid giving 
oath, etc., 

F. O. Dodge, repairs on scraper and tools, 

R. R. Ramsdell, Jr., damage to sheep by dogs, 

M. C. Stone, work in new cemetery, 

N. C. Carter, expense for secret ballot, 

A. H. Hamblet, public water, 1892, 

Sentinel Printing Co., printing posters, 

City of Keene, stone posts, and setting the same 
on town line, 

E. Putnam, balance due on town histories, 

R. R. Ramsdell, Jr., public water, 1892, 

L. A. Fuller, lumber, 

A. A. Woodward, supplies for iron bridge, 

N.. C. Carter, running town line and work on 
highway, 

EK. W. Handy, damage to sheep by dogs, 

E. W. Handy, damage to team by defective high- 
way, 

N. C. Carter, reporting fires and expense in Ap- 

plin case, 
. R. Taft, supplies on account iron bridge, 
. B. Crouch, overtax, 


Cate 


_— 


“STOW = bp 4 Bow Wb 
Oo 
Oo 


Lf 
CO 
ie) 
e) 


_ 


OO MN 
Gn 
J 


68 78 


CO 
Cn 
12) 


— 
i) 
eal 


bere 


3 00 
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i. H. Reed, overtax, 

J. H..Phillips, repairs on town house, 
G. D. Stone, work in cemetery, 
Joseph Hammond, services rendered, 


Joseph Hammond, freight on and sale town histories, 31 


W. H. Buttrick, keeping tramp, 
A. W. Banks, abatement taxes, 
G. I. Cutler, reporting births and deaths, 1892, 


G. I. Cutler, reporting birth, marriages and deaths 


to state registrar, 
G. I. Cutler, taking affidavits, 


Total, 





RECAPITULATION. 
RECEIPTS. 


Cash remaining in treasury, March rst, 1892, 

Tax remaining in collector’s hands, 

Savings bank tax for 1892, 

Literary fund for 1892, 

Railroad tax for 1892, 

Insurance tax for 1892, 

Received of county for support of poor, 

Received of county, aid to dependent soldiers and 
their families, 

Collector, interest on taxes, 1891, 

Received of town clerk for licensing dogs, 

Henry D. Thompson, for new road, 

Licensing pool table, 1891 and 1892, 

Sale of cemetery lot, 

John Prentiss, tax and interest, 

James Marsh, taxes for 1891, 

N. C. Carter, tile, 

O. H. Higgins, tile, 

A. C. Wilcox, tile, 





35 
94 
60 
32 
03 
oO 


87 


+o 
i 
86 
oO 
oO 
oo 
20 
93 
60 
me 
45 


14 


A. C. Wilcox, highway taxes collected, 
Ned Evans, old plank, 

N. C. Carter, tile, 

Peeks eee to] WVinitcomibeuy te 4 tllen 
Conn. River R. R. Co., plank, 

J. M. Ramsdell, old bridge, 

Sale of town histories, 

Received of collector, taxes 1892, 





DISBURSEMENTS. 


Town officers, 

County poor, 

Town poor, 

Aid to dependent soldiers and families, 
Highways and bridges, 

New roads and bridges, 
Miscellaneous expenses, 

State tax, 

County tax, 

West Swanzey fire district tax, 
Support of schools, 

Support of school property, 
School supplies, 





LIABILITIES. 


Estimated due town officers, 

Due county, board Grace O. Hale, 
Due schools, literary fund, 

Due schools, railroad tax, 


asa 


8 00 


355 50 
9,677 92 


$19,370 58 








$959 63 
56 37 
268 50 
138 II 
2,156. 03 
3,516 &2 
apa ik 
2,085 00 
17047 7e 
120 00 
3,009 67 
240 00 
200 0O 








$16,583 86 


$700 00 
15° 08 
408 32 
118 03 




















Due schools, dog tax, $105 Oo 
Due schools, for supplies, 200 OO 
$1,606 35 
ASSETS. 

Cash in treasury, $2,786 72 
Remaining in collector’s hands, 669 76 
Due from state, 16 oO 
$35472 48 
Total amount of assets, $3,472 48 
Total amount of liabilities, 1,606 35 

Leaving a balance in favor of the town at this date, 
March 1, 1893, $1,866 13 


NORRIS C. CARTER, 
AUB NLC ALL GOX: 
FAYETTE F. DOWNING, 


Selectmen of Swanzey. 


GEORGE E. WHITCOMB, 


‘Treasurer. 


Having examined the accounts of the selectmen and treas- 
urer, I find them correctly cast and properly vouched. 


GEORGE W. WILLIS, 
Auditor. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 





The board of education present this year, their seventh 
annual report, and in so doing they feel gratified that a good 
degree of prosperity has generally attended the schools of 
Swanzey during the past year. 

We have generally been fortunate in obtaining good 
teachers, and those of experience, and most of them have 
proved faithful and efficient, and all we could reasonably ex- 
pect. We recognize that the success of our schools depends 
largely upon our teachers, but due credit should be given to 
the parents and friends of education, who have lent their 
cooperation and interested themselves in their prosperity. 

The school registers of this year show an increase of attend- 
ance over that of last year, and there is also an improvement 
in the average attendance ; but still our schools are not as fully 
attended as they should be. There are those who are not dis- 
posed to give their children the schooling that belongs to them, 
or what is prescribed by law. ‘This is observed most in our 
villages and manufacturing places, where children are kept 
from school, more or less, to work in the mills, if they can 
there get employment. There could be no better indication 
of the prosperity of our schools and educational interests, than 
to see as full attendance as possible of all the scholars of the 
town of suitable ages. 

The school in the Factory Village (No. 1) has been under 
the management of the same teacher who succeeded there so 
admirably last year. By her pleasing manners and address, 
and by combining as she does the faculty of keeping good 
order and of skill in teaching, she secured the codperation of 
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her scholars and could not fail of a good school. She was 
able not only to control her pupils, but with tact knew how to 
rebuke school visitors whose deportment might be such as to 
injure her school. 

The teachers who had charge at East Swanzey had pre- 
viously been eminently successful in other schools, and they 
made praiseworthy efforts to succeed here also. The scholars 
generally appeared well whenever any member of the board 
was present, but we are compelled to believe that the influence 
of a few of the larger scholars was such as to be detrimental 
to the best interests of the school. Instead of partial there 
might have been complete success, had these same scholars 
worked with the teacher and exerted themselves in the right 
direction, as large boys and girls always ought to do. Not- 
withstanding these drawbacks, there was manifest improve- 
ment. The closing examination of the winter term was a 
good one. 

In schools Nos. 4 and 5, good progress has been made 
during the year. ‘The second and third terms in each school 
were taught by beginners from our own town who were am- 
bitious to keep good schools, and whose well-directed efforts 
were entirely successful. There was a fine class in book- 
keeping in No. 4, and in grammar in No. 5. 

The school at Westport (No. 7) has had forty-two different 
scholars the past year, which is a larger number than usual 
for this school. The first and second terms were under the 
successful management of the same teacher who taught here 
the year before. ‘This teacher, not deciding in a reasonable 
time to return to her charge again, another was hired in her 
place, who did well, considering her limited experience, and 
gave good satisfaction to many. ‘This school has a good pro- 
portion of bright and interesting scholars, and it should be 
made one of the best and most orderly ones in town. We 
regret that the school house at this place, which was repaired 
to considerable extent a short time since, has recently been so 
badly abused. Scholars who will take the liberty to break in 
doors and split door casings, or unnecessarily destroy the 
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town’s property in any way, are to be held responsible, and 
some of this stamp will not be forgotten another year. 

The No. 8 school, like Nos. 4 and 5, was managed by a 
beginner in teaching, likewise one of our own citizens. The 
order was good, the progress in study very commendable. 
The only criticism we suggest would be a little more energy 
on the part of both teacher and pupils. A wide-awake, ener- 
getic school will not only accomplish more, but will make a 
much better showing of its attainments than one where little 
or no enthusiasm is manifested. 

No. g is a small school, only seven scholars attending the 
winter term; but these appeared to make the most of the situ- 
ation. Six of the seven were on the roll of honor, being 
neither absent nor tardy, and the seventh was absent and tardy 
only once. The school and the school house were always in 
order, and the pupils made good proficiency in their studies. 
The teacher of the first term left the school to take a course in 
normal training, the better to prepare her for her chosen voca- 
tion. We advise all who propose to become teachers to fit 
themselves the best they can for the position they are to occupy. 
Only good teachers are wanted in our schools. 

The No. ro school had been taught for several years by a 
teacher who was quite popular with the scholars and their 
parents, but who declined longer to teach. It would naturally 
be a dificult place for her successor to fill, but we think she 
succeeded well. She gave close attention to her work and 
kept a good school. Her manner of conducting recitations 
was such as. to hold the attention of her pupils and cause them 
to give their undivided thoughts to the lesson. 

The village schools at West Swanzey have proved very 
-successful the past year. The whole number of registered 
scholars who have attended these three schools during the year 
has been 126. 

It is the purpose to keep these graded schools well classi- 
fied, so that the scholars may make the best improvement 
possible ; and it is intended that their promotion shall be only 
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on the merits of true advancement in studies and standing in 
scholarship. 

Since last year there has been an entire change of teachers 
in these schools, which has been on account of the resignation 
of those formerly employed. 

To successfully manage and teach willage schools like these 
with so many scholars, representing so many different families, 
requires teachers thoroughly competent and well qualified — 
and such we want in all our schools. 

The grammar department has been in charge of an eff- 
cient and experienced teacher, one who for several terms taught 
successfully the school at East Swanzey. She has also proved 
equally successful in this school, and has given excellent satis- 
faction. ‘The school was marked for its good order and the 
thoroughness of the teacher, which gave as good results at the 
close of the year as could be expected of a school of this 
grade. 

The intermediate school has also been prosperous under its 
new teacher. Good order and harmony have generally pre- 
vailed. ‘The teacher came to us as a stranger, but proved well 
adapted to the school and continued to gain in the confidence 
and esteem of the scholars and the people during her three 
terms. She was faithful and conscientious in her work and 
regarded well the interests of her pupils. 

There is a bright and promising class of those who have 
attended this school the three required years, that will be pre- 
pared to enter the grammar school next term. May they con- 
tinue to do as well there as they have done in this school. 

The change of teacher in the primary school took place 
after the summer term. This has been the largest school in 
town, the whole number of different scholars being fifty-six. 

To be a good primary teacher one must have natural qual- 
ifications. Besides knowing how to teach and give the best 
elementary instruction, they must have the happy faculty of 
pleasing and interesting children; and if they do this they will 
generally please and interest the parents, and thereby secure 
success for themselves. 
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This was a good school, and a good degree of improve- 
ment was made. ‘The teacher succeeded well in pleasing and 
interesting her scholars and satisfying the parents, and all this 
was shown at the close of the school. The attendance was 
particularly good. 

By means of an entertainment given by the teachers and 
scholars of West Swanzey, under the direction of Miss Brown, 
of the grammar school, over forty dollars were raised, by which 
a new organ has been purchased and placed in one of the 
schoolrooms as the property of the scholars. Assistance was 
rendered by some outside, who have the thanks of the schools. 

In addition to the studies named in the statistical table, 
thirty scholars are reported as attending to composition, eight 
to drawing, twenty-eight to®’physiology, thirty-six to book- 
keeping, two to philosophy, five to natural history, and 208 
to vocal music. 

In past years the subject of music has been left entirely to 
the discretion of the different teachers. A few have taught it 
scientifically ; a majority perhaps have had singing in their 
schools, while others have had nothing of the kind. 

During the last fall and winter terms, Miss Mary E. Thurs- 
ton of Northfield, Mass., by consent of the board of educa- 
tion, gave twelve lessons in vocal music, of one-half hour 
each (one lesson a week), in all the schools in town except 
Nos. § and g. The expense, so far as she has been re- 
munerated, has been met by tuition fees and voluntary con- 
tributions. She had previously given lessons in town, and 
those versed in musical lore, consider her well qualified for 
the business, and that good results attended her efforts here. 

Columbus Day was dulv celebrated by the different schools 
of the town. Appropriate exercises were held in the forenoon 
of that day at each of the school houses,fand in the afternoon 
the schools from the different parts of the town met at the 
town hall, together with a large number of the parents and 
citizens, where a lengthy and interesting programme of patri- 
otic exercises was presented. The hall was well filled by the 
town’s people. 
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There was never before in Swanzey so large a number of 
scholars collected together. Music was furnished by the East 
Swanzey brass band and singing by the choir, besides the 
music and singing on the part of the scholars. All the exer- 
cises, including the recitations and speaking, were good, show- 
ing that the teachers had taken much interest and pains in 
preparing for this occasion. Interesting and appropriate 
addresses were made by prominent citizens. 

Two school flags of the stars and stripes were presented 
and raised on the same day with suitable exercises; one at 
Westport, and another by the three schools at West Swanzey. 

We recommend that the principles of patriotism be incul- 
cated at school in the minds of our youth, and that the Amer- 
ican flag be in the possession of every school to remind them 
that we are living in a free country, of free institutions, which 
they should strive to cherish and preserve. 

A new text book, ‘* The American Citizen,” by ‘Charles 
F. Dole, has been placed in our schools, principally for sup- 
plemental reading. Its character is indicated by its name, 
and every scholar before leaving school, as well as every citizen, 
should be familiar with the principles therein taught. 

We also have thought best to introduce ‘* Shaw’s Practice 


> 


Book in Business Forms,” containing forms of notes, orders, 
receipts, etc., and an ‘* Elementary Bookkeeping,” a work we 
think, not only suitable for scholars, but of great value to our 
people generally in every day life, in their homes. 

For the benefit of those scholars who can never become 
interested in language studies or the abstract truths of any 
science, we have purchased a few copies of ‘+ Bert’s First 


b) 


Principles in Natural Science,” a book that was used in some 
of our schools several years ago, and one that is interesting to 
all students. 

School house repairs have been confined principally to Nos. 
2and 4. At East Swanzey, the house was painted outside, 
and the upper schoolroom and vestibule were whitewashed 
and varnished. In No. 4, the old seats and desks have been 


replaced by those of the Vermont School Seat Co. The old 
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floor in the schoolroom, which was an inclined plane, has 
been replaced by a new one on a level. The.room has also 
been painted and papered, and presents a very fine appear- 
ance. ‘The items of expense are found in the treasurer’s re- 
port. The papering was given by Mrs. A. 8. Blake. 

‘The district voted at the last annual meeting to raise money 
for digging a well at West Swanzey for the accommodation of 
the schools. An agreement was made with Daniel Ellis, of 
Keene, to do the work at a certain price per foot, and he was 
to dig it as deep as the wells in this vicinity, or to the satis- 
faction of the member of the school board having charge of 
the job, otherwise no pay was to be received for the work. 

Instead of doing as he was directed and agreed to do, he 
left the well with easy digging, only thirteen feet below the 
surface of the ground, and a poor job at that, according to our 
estimation. Not believing that the well would ever furnish a 
sapply of water, and would be dry when water might most 
be needed, we have declined to pay for it until the job is com- 
pleted according to agreement. 

We add that no use has ever been made of this well, and 
that we find by measurement that it contains only four inches 
of water. 

It is our purpose to employ good teachers and to furnish 
the best text-books and all needed supplies for our schools. 
For these the town has made liberal appropriations in money. 
In conclusion, as on many former occasions, we ask the co- 
Operation of every good citizen. A subject of such magni- 
tude as the right training of the rising generation, demands 
something more than money. It should have our heartiest 
sympathies, and these should be manifested by attending the 
annual meetings for the choice of officers, by visiting the 
schools, by encouraging the teachers, by kind suggestions and 
friendly criticisms. 

GEORGE I. CUTLER, 
ALONZO A. WARE, 
A. A. MORSE, 

School Board. 
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REPORT OF SCHOOL TREASURER. 





SCHOOL MONEY RECEIVED. 








Balance from last year, pl7 te 
Town appropriation, 2,500 OO 
Literary fund, 398 75 
Railroad tax, IIlO 92 
$3,181 40 


MONEY DISBURSED. 


SCHOOL NO. I. 


Sara E. Phelps, teaching 30 weeks, $240 00 
H. B. Read, cleaning house, 3 00 
Ned H. Eaton, making fires, i: 56 
Joseph Durrant, making fires, 2 25 
A. A. Morse, moulding board, I OO 
Geo. L. Underwood, three cords wood, 12 60 
$259 75 
SCHOOL NO. 2. 
Carrie A. Smith, teaching 20 weeks, $180 00 
Carrie A. Smith, care of house 2 terms, 6 00 
Mattie E. Hopkins, teaching 10 weeks, I0O OO 
Mattie E. Hopkins, care of house, 2 00 
George Rice, making fires, winter term, 3 00 
Hattie Johnson, cleaning house, 2 00 


Za 





H. F. Whitcomb, 2 cords wood, $7 00 
James G. Phillips, 1 cord wood, 3, 00 
James M. Ramsdell, wood and sawing, me 45 
E. Whitcomb, sawing wood, 3 00 
Howard & Barrett, duster, - a5 
E. E. Applin, carrying scholars two terms, 50 00 
B. A. Fuller, carrying scholars one term, 25 00 
H. Sargent, repairs on school house, 2 50 
$385 10 
SCHOOL NO. 4. 
Flora Tenney, teaching 9 weeks, $67 50 
Kate F. Blake, teaching 20 weeks, 140 OO 
Davis, Wright & Co., stove pipe, go 
A. S. Blake, wood, etc., 1o 62 
G. F. Newell, cleaning house and setting 
glass, 2 50 
Willard Gay, making fires, 24 WAS 
$225 27 
SCHOOLANO.. 5; 
Annie L. Capron, teaching 10 weeks, $60 00 
Winnifred Gay, teaching 20 weeks, L20700 
Annie Taft, cleaning house and making 
fires, 2BROO 
Warren H. Fassett, making fires two terms, 2 75 
Z. G. Taft, 2% cords wood, IO 0O 
A. A. Morse, 1% cords woods, 4 56 
H. Fassett, sawing wood and kindlings, 1a5 0 
Knowlton & Stone, glass, etc., 84. 
A. A. Morse, repairs, I 0O 
$213 65 


SCHOOL NO. ats 


Dora S. Hammond, teaching 17 weeks, $136 00 
Ethel M. Adams, teaching 9.4 weeks, 75 20 


26 


Dora S. Hammond, janitor, two terms, 
Bertie Weeks, janitor, winter term, 

H. H. Bolles, wood and kindlings, 
Mrs. H. H. Bolles, cleaning house, 

C. R. Weeks, kindlings, 

D. S. Hammond, broom, 


SCHOOL NO. 8. 


/ 


Rosie M. French, teaching 30 weeks, 
Hattie Johnson, cleaning house, 
Emily Holbrook, making fires, 
Herman Perry, making fires, 

Leon Marsh, making fires, 

Spencer & Co., glass, 

J. M. Prentice, wood, 1891-2, 


SCHOOL NO. 9. 


Carrie G. Taft, teaching 10 weeks, 

Lizzie A. Taft, teaching 20 weeks, 

Hattie Johnson, cleaning house, 

Lizzie A. Taft, janitor, 

James M. Ballou, janitor, 

Edgar P. Ballou, janitor, sawing wood and 
kindlings, 

Kirk & Sewall, pulp pail, 


SCHOOL NO. I0. 


Mabel A. Holt, teaching 30 weeks, 
Hattie Johnson, cleaning house, 
M. C. Stone, 4% cords wood, 

B. F. Mead, plastering, 

Mabel A. Holt, janitor, 


‘ $1 
2 
18 


2 











OO 
OO 
OO 
50 


OO 


$236 60 


$201 82 


$201 go 





Leon Sebastian, making fires, $1 oo 
A. A. Ware, making fires and repairs, Sey I 
$245 25 
SCHOOL NO. II. 

Kate A. Brown, teaching 30 weeks, $307 20 
Flora F. Cilley, teaching 30 weeks, 270 OO 
Cora G. Sisson, teaching 10 weeks, SO LO 
Harriet Evleth, teaching 20 weeks, 160 00 
Arthur Kirkpatrick, janitor two terms, 20 OO 
Bert L. Emery, janitor, 7 50 
Sanford P. Hardy, janitor, 5 00 
H. B. Evans, coal, BOY 
Mrs. Conboy, cleaning house, Q 00 
Arthur Kirkpatrick, packing wood, 2 50 
Howard & Barrett, pails, duster and dip- 

pers, AS 
F. L. Snow & Co., brushes, 45 
G. I. Cutler, broom and repairs, 40 
Kirk & Sewall, funnel, 6 57 
C. L. Russell & Co., hemlock, ike 70) 
West Swanzey Manufacturing Co., slabs, I 66 
The W. L. Goodnow Co., brooms and hod, 1 34 
B. S. Wheeler, labor, 75 
A. LaFountain, labor, 75 
R. B. Hall, covering well, 40 
E. L. Bartholomew, keys, 50 
Edwin Snow, carring scholars two terns, 24 00 


H. C. Atwood, carrying scholars twoterms, 35 00 








$994 54 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 


Kirk & Sewall, one brush, $o 32 
Kirk & Sewell, wash dishes, Bia 


$2 79 
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Amount received, $3,181 40 
Amount expended, 2,966 97 
Amount due district, $214 43 





SCHOOL HOUSES REPAIKS: 








RECEITR IDS: 
Balance from last year, $46 71 
Town treasurer, appropriation, 240 OO 
A. A. Ware, old lumber, I 25 
$287 96 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
SCHOOL NO. 2. 
Geo. A. Seaver, painting and repairing 
school house, $106 oo 
SCHOOL NO. 4. 
Vermont School Seat Co., seats and desks, $82 05 
Fitchburg R. R. Co., freight on same, 2 OG 
C. H. Ellis, floor boards, etc., 7) 10 
Knowlton & Stone, nails, etc., I 26 
_jJ. E. Long, labor and materials, 7 50 
F. Cummings, painting inside, vmx) 
Orrick L. Haskell, whitewashing, 2 OO 
M. M. Blake, paper and border, I 40 
G. E. Page, drawing seats and desks, 225 
A. A. Morse, labor, 3 00 
$118 14 
Amount received, $287 96 
Amount expended, 224 14 


Amount due district, $63, 82 
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TEXT BOOKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES. 
j Ry OD EMT Al ead Be 
From town treasurer, $200 oOo 
Books and stationery sold, 6 36 
$206 36 
EXPENSES. 
e 
A. A. Ware, money advanced last year, p72 35 
_ American Express Co., 2 00 
Boston & Maine Railroad Co., freight on 
books, 26 
Silver, Burdett & Co., writing books, 21 60 
William Ware & Co., 189 readers, Franklin 
series, five grades, 63 03 
William Ware & Co., go arithmetics, Frank- 
lin series, three grades, 28 50 
E. Maynard & Co., 12 Hutchinson’s Physi- 
ology, 10 80 
EK. Maynard & Co., 30 grammars, 13 80 
ike erieathe wCo., 53, oles American 
Citizen, 37 50 
D. C. Heath & Co., 40 Shaw’s Business 
Forms, 20 OO 
emo aLapypmcott Co:, 23 Bert’s Scientific 
Knowledge, L200 
W. H. Spalter, 2 U. 5S. histories, EXO, 
W. H. Spalter, 14 Meservey’s Bookkeeping, 9 24 
W. H. Spalter, bookkeeping blanks, I5 00 
W. H. Spalter, crayons, slates and station- 
ery, 47 62 
G. I. Cutler, elementary arithmetic, 28 
Charles Enos, freight, 15 





$356 83 
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Receipts, $206 36 
Expenses, 356 83 
Amount due treasurer, $150 47 
ALONZO A. WARE, 
Treasurer. 





Having examined the accounts of the treasurer of the 
school district, I find them correctly cast and properly vouched. 


GEORGE W. WILLIS, 
Auditor. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


To the Selectmen: 


In compliance with an act of the legislature passed June 
Session, 1887, requiring clerks of towns to furnish a tran- 
script of the record of births, marriages and deaths for publi- 
cation in the Annual Report, I hereby submit the following: 
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